MESSAGES
" THIS YEAR OF DECISION "

A message to Mr. Harry Riddiough, the National Government candidate in the
Skipton by-election. January 2, 1944.

YOU have my best wishes for success in your contest. The
National Government needs, and, on its record deserves, the
nation's full confidence, as it enters upon the formidable tasks of war
and peace that lie ahead of us in this year of decision. I hope and trust
that Skipton electors will not hesitate to vote in full strength for a
Skipton man who stands as a consistent supporter of the Government
that it is my duty to lead.

TO THE ROYAL SOCIETY

A message read at a meeting of the Royal Society at New Delhi, India. January 3,
1944.

It is the great tragedy of our time that the fruits of science should,
by a monstrous perversion, have been turned on so vast a scale to evil
ends.

But that is no fault of science. Science has given to this generation
the means of unlimited disaster or of unlimited progress. There will
remain the greater task of directing knowledge lastingly towards the
purposes of peace and human good.

In this task, the scientists of the world, united by the bond of a
single purpose which overrides all bounds of race and language, can
play a leading and inspiring part.

TO "SEAC"

A message published in the first issue of the newspaper for the troops of the South
East Asia Command, January 10, 1944.

I am glad to know of the proposal to publish a daily newspaper for
the officers and men of the South East Asia Command, and I send my best
wishes for its success. Soldiers of the Fourteenth Army as well as
sailors and airmen now serving under Admiral Mountbatten have
already won for themselves distinction in battle. Ahead there lie
even more dangerous and arduous tasks, but I know that with con-
fidence in their Commander and comprehension of the great issues
which lie in their hands, they will acquit themselves with the audacity,
the valour and the resourcefulness which our country and the com-
mon cause now need.
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